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Paratext of Russian translations of Montesquieu’s treatise "On the Spirit of Laws"

The article analyzes the notes of Russian translators of the Montesquieu treatise "The Spirit of 
Laws" (1748). The author himself makes numerous footnotes, indicating sources, quoting, giving 
explanations. After his death, publishers give their notes, establishing the tradition of commentary in 
France. If in the first translations (Kramarenkov, 1775, 1801; Yazikov, 1809 - 1804) there are no 
comments, E. Karneev supplies his translation (1839, 1862) with ample arguments; the new translation of 
1900 accurately reproduces the notes of the French collected works of Montesquieu (1875-1879), 
published and commented on by Laboulaye; and the 1955 edition combines the notes of Montesquieu and 
Laboulaye, greatly reducing them and adding new brief explanations. In 1999, the reedition of the 
precedent translation restores Montesquieu's notes, abandoning other comments. In 2013, a reprint of the 
1900 edition was published.

The analyze of the notes helps to understand the process of reception of the treatise "The Spirit of 
Laws" in Russia, depending on the historical context.
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